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22 June 2016  

 

Dear Parents, 

Without wishing to appear to be ushering in the end of term, we are very much looking forward to seeing 

you for Commemoration Day on Saturday July 2nd.  Our annual celebration of the School’s Foundation, 

coupled with the presentation of our most prestigious awards, is an occasion that must be experienced 

first-hand at some point during your relationship with the School. 

There is much work underway to ensure that everything is ready and that the many accomplishments of 

the pupils are recognised in a suitable way.  It is a testament to the efforts and achievements of the 

pupils that we have three additional presentation ceremonies prior to the main event on Saturday.  I 

have the honour of reviewing the year in the main prize-giving ceremony and as I begin to put pen to 

paper for my address, it is beginning to feel like a daunting task to do justice to the life of the School 

this year. 

The end is in sight for the final examination sessions of the year and I should commend the pupils once 

again for the way that they have risen to the challenges presented.  Last week, my second visit to the 

Lower Fourth camp saw wet conditions but good cheer and similar levels of camaraderie amongst the 

pupils. 

It has been another busy week.  The IB Students have exhibited their wonderful art work and a group of 

pupils completed an exciting new project to research and analyse the UK’s current position in Europe 

and how this can be developed. The teams presented their argument in the most persuasive way 

possible, then faced questions from the audience and an expert panel.  The panel awarded the prize to 

Olivia Bond and Edward Drayson who presented compelling arguments that included the introduction of 

compulsory voting, the removal of Trident, and the intention to dominate the global fuel market by 

beginning fracking. All the teams produced some really remarkable work, making a fantastic 

contribution to the debate on the EU referendum. The students impressed the panel and audience alike 

with their tenacity for taking on a project that required so much self-discipline and intellectual rigour.  

The IB1 students travelled to Prague for their CAS experiences. They worked at the Vespolek Centre for 

Environmental education where they met local school children and renovated their community garden. 

They built a wooden xylophone and replanted a section of the garden. They helped to reconstruct 

an eroding riverbed and finally they helped with the bird tagging programme. The students were 

fantastic ambassadors for Bromsgrove School and thoroughly enjoyed the process, and have shown 

real commitment to their programme.  

 

Congratulations to the athletics teams for their performances this term, but sadly they narrowly missed 

out on qualifying from the Midland Finals to the National Stage.  The U15 cricketers suffered defeat to a 

strong Solihull team on Saturday which ended our cup run in the prestigious National Knockout. 

Last week, 65 musicians took Associated Board music examinations – the largest number of entries in 

recent memory.  The Senior Jazz Ensemble played in Stourport to open the proceedings at a charity 

garden party on Saturday which raised money for The Sunny Trust and Cystic Fibrosis Care.  
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Our campus was alive with conversation regarding university destinations as we hosted a special day of 

talks and exhibitions to launch the application phase of our Lower Sixth’s programme.  It was good to 

see so many parents attend the talk in the afternoon and to stay to talk to some of the exhibiting 

universities.  The process continues apace for the pupils on Saturday 25 June; aspiring Oxbridge 

applicants can hear more about the application journey from 10.30 am. 

I am looking forward to the hectic programme in the week ahead.  The Commemoration Concert will pay 

tribute to those pupils who have led instrumental and vocal ensembles as well as performing as soloists 

during their time at Bromsgrove School.  A wide variety of music will be performed and all are welcome 

for the last concert in Routh in its current form. 

For your reference, I have noted one or two events in the week ahead at the end of this letter. 

I shall sign off by announcing that the School Shop have taken delivery of supplies of the boater hat 

which is de rigueur for pupils on Commemoration Day.  It is an important physical and symbolic link to 

our history and will become a treasured heirloom in the years to come. 

Best wishes, 

 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

 

Sunday 26th                  Civilian D of E Silver Final Expedition (Exmoor) departs 2.00 pm 

Monday 27th                 Subject teaching continues as normal 

Art, Textiles and Design Technology End of Year Show ADT  

7.00 for 7.30 pm (Ticket Only)                      

Tuesday 28th                 Art, Textiles and Design Technology End of Year Show ADT  

7.00 for 7.30 pm (Ticket Only)                                        

Wednesday 29th        Civilian D of E Silver Final returns 6.00 pm 

                                       School House Leavers’ BBQ – 6.00 pm, House Lawn 

 

 


